11th Saint Joseph English Speech Contest for the Mayor’s Cup

Elementary Division Recitations - Choose and memorize one of these short stories

Four Blind Men

One morning, four blind men were walking through the Indian jungle, enjoying the sound of the leaves in the
wind and the sweet smell of the flowers. Suddenly, the first man walked into something. Bump! What was it?
Something long and strong wrapped around him. “Help!” he said. “It’s a snake!”

The second blind man put out his hands and felt something long and thin. “No! It’s just a rope!” he said.

The third blind man touched something tall and round and said, “This feels like the tree next to my house”.

The fourth blind man touched something hard and rough. “This is the wall of a house,” said the man.

The men started to argue. “It’s a snake!”

“Don’t panic. It’s just a rope.”

“No, it’s a tree.”

“Don’t be silly. It’s a house!”

Then there was a loud trumpeting sound in front of them. The four men stopped arguing and laughed. The first
man said, “We were all wrong! The ‘snake’ is a nose, the ‘rope’ is a tail, the ‘tree’ is a leg and the ‘house’ is a

body. We all ‘saw’ this elephant in different ways.”

Thunder and Lightning

Long, long ago, a mother sheep called Thunder lived with her son, Lightning, near a small village in Nigeria.
Lightning had a very bad temper. When he was angry, lightning bolts flew from his horns, hitting trees and starting
fires. “Stop it!” yelled Thunder at her son. “You’re going to burn down the village!”

Lightning’s fire and Thunder’s yelling scared the people terribly. They went to their queen and asked, “Help
us, please!”

“Don’t worry,” she replied. “I will send Thunder and Lightning far away to live in the jungle.” But Lightning
still had a bad temper, and when a nut from a tree hit him on the nose one day, he fired great bolts of lightning
from his horns. Pow! Pow! They started a fire that spread through the jungle to the village. This time, the queen
got mad and sent Thunder and Lightning to the sky, saying, “Now you won’t be able to cause trouble.”

But the queen was wrong. A few days later, a bolt of lightning flew out from a big black cloud, quickly followed

by Thunder’s huge shout. Even today, people are still scared whenever Lightning and his mother get upset.
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