13th Saint Joseph English Speech Contest for the Mayor’s Cup

Elementary Division Recitations: Choose and memorize one of these short stories. You can
find a recording of each recitation on the school website (sjjg.ac.jp).

The Empty Pot (based on a folk tale from China)

Cheng was a young man in China. He spent all his free time growing beautiful flowers in his garden.
The emperor, who lived in a palace near Cheng’s house, was old and had no children. One day he said,
“I will give a seed to each gardener in the village. Whoever can grow the most beautiful flower will
be the next emperor.” Cheng took a seed home and put it in a pot. Every day he took care of it, giving
it enough water and sunlight, but no flower grew. The seeds of the other gardeners grew quickly into
wonderful flowers. Cheng didn’t give up, but no flower grew in his pot.

At the palace all the gardeners showed the emperor their colorful flowers. “Where is yours?” the
emperor asked Cheng.

“I worked very hard, but my pot is empty,” replied Cheng sadly.

“Then you win the contest!” said the emperor. “I gave everyone dead seeds. The other gardeners

changed the seeds and tried to trick me. Only you are honest. You will be the next emperor.” (177)

Maia and the Big Fish (based on a folk tale from New Zealand)

A girl with magic power called Maia lived near the sea. She loved fishing, but her big brothers never
took her out in their boat. One morning Maia hid in the boat. When her brothers found her, they made
her sit alone at the back. Her brothers tried to catch fish, but none came. They got angry and shouted
at Maia, “Use your magic!”

“Come, fish, come!” Maia said, and soon there were fish everywhere! Her brothers caught a lot, but
they didn’t thank her. Then Maia took out her small fishing rod and threw the line into the water.
Suddenly, a huge fish bit the end of the line and started to pull the boat. Maia’s brothers were scared
and said, “Cut the line! The fish will eat us!” She didn’t cut the line, but pulled and pulled, and finally
caught the fish all by herself.

When they got home, Maia’s brothers shouted, “Look, everyone! We caught this huge fish!”

“No, Maia caught me!” said a voice. It was the fish! The villagers saw that the brothers were bad,

but Maia became a famous fisher. (186)
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