14th Saint Joseph English Speech Contest for the Mayor’s Cup

Elementary Division Recitations: Choose and memorize one of these short stories. You can find a recording of
each recitation on the school website (sjjg.ac.jp).

How the Camel got his Hump (based on a story by Rudyard Kipling)

When the world was new and the animals were beginning to work, there was a camel, but he did not want to
work. When anybody spoke to him, he just said “Humph!”

One morning the other animals saw him and said, “Camel, come and work with us.”

But the camel just said, “Humph!”

A few days later, the other animals met the Creator Spirit and asked, “Is it right for the camel to be so lazy?”

“Of course not,” said the Spirit. He went to the camel and said, “My friend, you’ve given the other animals
extra work.”

“Humph!” said the Camel.

“Don’t say that again,” said the Spirit.

“Humph!” said the camel, but no sooner had he said it than he saw his back puffing up into a great hump.

“Now you are going to work,” said the Spirit.

“How can I,” said the camel, “with this hump on my back?’

“You missed three days,” said the Spirit. “You will be able to work now for three days without eating because
you can live off your hump. Now, behave!”

And from that day to this the camel always wears a hump, but he has never learned how to behave.

How the Rhinoceros got his Skin (based on a story by Rudyard Kipling)

Long, long ago, a young woman lived by a beach. One day she baked herself a cake. Just as she was going to
eat it a huge rhinoceros walked out of the forest.

“Roar!” went the rhino.

“Help!” screamed the woman, and she quickly climbed to the top of a tree. The rhino ate her cake and walked
away, waving his tail.

“I hate that rhino!” said the woman.

The next day was very hot. The rhino wanted to swim, so he went down to the beach. In those days his skin
had three buttons and he could take it off. He left it on the beach and splashed into the water. The woman had
an idea. She picked up some cake crumbs and put them inside the skin. When the rhino finished swimming and
put on his skin, he roared loudly, “It’s itchy!” He ran to the palm-tree and rubbed himself against it. He rubbed
so hard that his smooth skin made huge folds all over his body and legs. But there were still crumbs inside his
skin.

“Aargh! It’s really itchy!” he roared even more loudly.

And from that day to this every rhino has folds in his skin and a very bad temper.
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