15th Saint Joseph English Speech Contest for the Mayor’s Cup

Elementary School Division Recitations: Choose and memorize one of these short stories. You can find a
recording of each recitation on the school website (sjjg.ac.jp).

Tender Flower and the Medicine (based on a Native American folktale)

Long ago, a girl named Tender Flower lived in a village near a big forest. She walked in the forest every
day. One cold snowy morning, Tender Flower heard many people in her village coughing and sneezing.
Tender Flower’s father was also sick. He said to her, “Many of our people have fevers and stomachaches. Go

to the village on the other side of the forest and ask for help.”

Tender Flower ran through the forest. It was a long way, but she ran fast and didn’t feel cold. When she
reached the other village, Tender Flower spoke to the chief. “Take this medicine,” he said, “It will help your

people.”

Tender Flower started to run back. A strong wind blew, but she ran without stopping. In one place she fell
in the deep snow and lost her shoes. With frozen feet, still she ran. Finally, she got home and gave everyone
the medicine. Soon, they were better. In the spring, Tender Flower looked for her shoes. She couldn’t find
them, but she saw some beautiful flowers in the same place. People now call these flowers “Lady’s Slippers”

to remember the brave girl who saved her people.

The Tailor and his Coat (based on a Russian folktale)

Long ago, a boy named Joseph helped in his father’s tailor shop. One day, Joseph’s father gave him some

leftover cloth. Joseph got out his tools and started to cut and sew. Before long, he had made a coat.

Joseph loved his coat. One day, when he was older, he saw a young woman named Anna. She looked cold.

“Here,” he said, “Wear my coat.” They started talking, fell in love and married soon after.

A few years later, Joseph and Anna had two beautiful daughters, but his coat was looking old, so he got
out his tools and started to cut and sew. Soon, he had made a hat. His girls loved watching him catch

snowflakes in it.

Some years later, the hat was looking old. This time, Joseph cut it up and made a bow tie, which he wore

every day. His grandchildren sat on his knee and played with it.

But one day, Anna said, “Joseph, where is your bow tie?”” They looked everywhere but couldn’t find it.
Joseph sat down sadly in his chair. But then he remembered his coat, his hat and his bow tie. He smiled and

said, “The cloth is gone, but I still have my memories. They will never leave me.”
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